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administrative, faculty, and students from higher 
education institutions; intergovernmental organiza-
tion representatives, and government officials from 
around the world. The purpose of the meeting was 
to prepare a plan of action for the following year. 

As a first step, the Network will explore common 
areas of research and exchange. Second, the need 
to explore opportunities for partners to meet to 
discuss next steps in collaboration was raised. 
Explorations are currently underway to identify 
potential hosts, resources, and concrete agendas 
for such meetings. Third, participants discussed 
the need for an online platform to disseminate 
research and to interact with one another. The 
Alliance of Civilizations has developed a web page 
dedicated to the members of the Research Net-
work which features news about, and of interest 
to, academic network members. 

The Alliance Research Network is intended as a 
diverse collection of research centers and universi-
ties to serve as a collective thinktank for the Alli-
ance, and be leaders of a movement to encourage 
cross-cultural educational exchange and research. 

Consequently, the Network consists of institu-
tions from around the world who have interests 
in the areas of focus for the Alliance – education, 
media, migration, and youth plus other topics 
with special reference to cross-cultural under-
standing such as good governance of cultural 
diversity, conflict resolution, women and peace-
making, and city diplomacy. The Network was 
formally launched at a working breakfast at the 
Istanbul Forum, April 6, 2009. 

The meeting was chaired by Koç University focal 
point, Dean Baris Tan. Participants included 

and media literacy practices that can contribute 
to dissolve prejudices, cultural stereotypes, and 
intercultural barriers in favor of global dialogue 
and cooperation among citizens and institutions 
of different cultural or religious backgrounds. 

The Chair will develop and organize, in coordina-
tion with the AoC, a series of research initiatives, 
conferences, teacher training workshops, and 
exchange programs (for faculty and graduate 
students) involving the active universities of 
the network. Additional outcomes will include 
publications (in partnership with NORDICOM) 
and the ongoing development (by adding new 
content, supplementary information, resources, 
and articles) of the AoC Media Literacy Educa-
tion clearinghouse (aocmedialiteracy.org).

Additionally, the breakfast session was also an 
occasion to present the new research publication 
“Mapping Media Education Policies in the World: 
Visions, Programs and Challenges” recently pub-
lished by the AoC in collaboration with UNES-
CO and the support of Grupo Comunicar and the 
Media Program of the European Union.

This breakfast, co-organized with UNESCO and 
NORDICOM (Nordic Information Center for 
Media and Communication Research), was an 
opportunity to publicly present and discuss the 
creation of the UNESCO UNITWIN Alliance of 
Civilizations Chair on Media Literacy and Inter-
cultural Dialogue. At its initial phase this UNIT-
WIN (UNESCO’s Chair program for universities 
linked in network) will include six universities: 
Sao Paulo University (Brazil), Tsinghua University 
(China), Cairo University (Egypt), University of 
West Indies (Jamaica), Autonomous University of 
Barcelona (Spain), and Temple University (USA). 
Representatives of the universities attended the 
session and explained to the participants the main 
objectives and planned outcomes of the Chair.

By coordinating the creation of this Chair, the 
AoC continues to support the development of me-
dia literacy education worldwide. The increasing 
global awareness about the importance of media 
literacy within the intercultural dialogue frame-
work was underlined by the amount of interested 
participants that attended the session. During 
the session it was explained that the main focus 
of this Chair is the development of educational 
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