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ROME, November 8 – ”Italy remains committed to guarantee religious freedom for each individual”, a right that shall ever be subject to ”any political
pressure, violence, censorship, persecution or threats”. These are the words of Deputy Minister for Foreign A�airs, Mario Giro, speaking this morning
at the Foreign Ministry that hosted the Conference “Freedom of Religion or Belief: promoting peaceful coexistence through human rights”.

Organized by IDLO (International Development Law Organization) in conjunction with the Directorate General for Development Cooperation of the
Ministry of Foreign A�airs and International Cooperation (MAECI), at the core of the conference is the presentation of the IDLO Report “Freedom of
Religion or Belief and the Law: current dilemmas and lessons learned”.

The report is the fruit of a project �nanced by the Directorate for Development Cooperation of the MAECI. The report aims to make a contribution to
the international debate on the principles of religious tolerance and equality, which is the groundwork underlying the freedom of religion or belief in
di�erent national legal orders.

”In a time when the right to religious freedom, among the most violated ones, is threatened”, the ground for nationalisms, new or reprised, is fostered,
stressed Giro. According to the Deputy Minsiter, there is no need “to go to the Middle East” to prove that: “Just see what is happening with the
xenophobic parties Eastern Europe”. This is not about secularism, ”but respect for democracy, the rules of coexistence and diversity and pluralism”.

Today’s event was divided into two sessions. The �rst one , by the Director General for Development Cooperation of the Foreign Ministry, Pietro
Sebastiani, included contributions by the UN High Representative for the Alliance of Civilizations (UNAOC), Nassir Abdulaziz Al-Nasser, the President
of the Lantos Foundation for Human Rights and Justice and former chairman of the United States Commission of International Religious Freedom,
Katrina Lantos Swett, and the Director General of IDLO, Irene Khan.

The second session, more technical in nature, was moderated by Silvio Ferrari, professor of Law and Religion at the University of Milan, and
envisaged contributions by the President of the Islamic Religious Community of Italy (CO.RE.IS.), Yahya Pallavicini, the Director of the Religious
Freedom Center of the Newseum Institute, Rev. Nathan Walker, by Paolo Naso, Coordinator of the Studies Commission of the Federation of
Protestant Churches in Italy (FCEI), and Giancarlo Penza, Focal Point for the International A�airs at the Comunità di Sant’Egidio. (OI)
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ROME, NOVEMBER 18 – Rome is one again at the crossroads of important initiatives for the future of Libya. “The second round of the Libyan
Economic Dialogue (LED), [...]
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Filippine, Marcos in cimitero degli eroi 18/11/2016
Trump vuole Flynn consigliere sicurezza 18/11/2016
Abe, Trump è un leader a�dabile 18/11/2016

Trump: lascia capo intelligence Clapper 17/11/2016
Trump: Gingrich, non sarò nel governo 17/11/2016
Iraq: strage Isis a matrimonio, 40 morti 17/11/2016
Mozambico, esplode cisterna, 73 morti 17/11/2016
'Romney candidato a segretario stato' 17/11/2016
Spagna, Leonora a scuola di parlamento 17/11/2016

 UN NEWS

UN and Organisation of Islamic Cooperation must cooperate on resolving con�icts, Security Council told 17/11/2016
South Sudan continues to face persistent challenges to peace and stability, Security Council told 17/11/2016
Colombia: UN-led mechanism investigating alleged cease�re violation 17/11/2016
At governing body, UN atomic agency chief highlights agency’s priorities for 2017 17/11/2016
World’s �rst malaria vaccine set for 2018 rollout in Africa after UN health agency secures funding 17/11/2016
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