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Friday 29 August 2014
14h00—16h00  Breakout Session 3
Social Inclusion & Migration: developments for post-2015 agenda
The world is witnessing an era of unprecedented human mobility, in which more people are on the move than at any other time in recorded history. With over 232 million international migrants today, and some 740 million internal migrants, human mobility has become a mega-trend of the 21st century.  The number of international migrants is expected to rise from 232 million today to 300 million during the lifetime of the post-2015 development agenda. One in seven people on Earth are on the move; however mobility affects billions more through the labour, remittances, skills and networks that migrants produce.

Migration carries significant development potential, but positive development outcomes are by no means guaranteed – whether for migrants or for countries of origin and destination. The potentially positive impact of migration on development, hinges on social inclusion and pragmatic policies to govern migration in a humane, rights-based and orderly way, focused on migrants’ well-being.

However, despite progress in dialogue and cooperation in recent years, many countries still do not take migration into account in their development plans, or assess its impact on other sectoral policies, such as economic and fiscal policies, or those on employment, health, education or the environment. This is despite the fact that migration has lifted millions from poverty through the provision of education and healthcare and has stimulated economic growth, job creation and innovation. This absence is visible at national and local levels and in global development agendas such as the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). 

As discussions progress on the form and content of the post-2015 UN Development Agenda, a key question is how to improve the quality of mobility to profoundly improve human development outcomes for migrants, their families, local communities, and states. Building on the emerging international consensus since the HLD, the next Global Partnership Goal should include a specific target on migration aimed at fostering a more collaborative approach among states and other relevant stakeholders to “enhance the benefits of international migration for human development.”

POINTS OF DISCUSSION

1. Examine current migration dynamics and how they relate to the contemporary development narrative.

2. Discuss the development potential of migrants and migration, at the household, national, regional and global levels, through both financial and social remittances. 

3. Offer recommendations on how migration could be incorporated into the post-2015 UN Development Agenda, including through a new global partnership for inclusive development.
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