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Friday 29 August 2014
16h00—18h00  Breakout Session 5
The Role of Culture in the Formulation of New Sustainable Development Goals

Our world is caught in a peculiar conundrum. The more economic growth there is, the more problems there seem to be: from toxic particles in the air and deforestation, when it comes to our environment, to unequal distribution of wealth across countries and poverty that lead to conflict and instability, when it comes to our societies. Given the interdependent nature of the global economy, these problems know no borders or boundaries.

In the mid-90s, the UN developed a set of goals in order to focus the world’s attention, finances, and manpower on what it deemed to be some of the greatest challenges human societies faced. The campaign behind those goals paid off in generating both interest and meaningful action, but it has not yet achieved what it actually set out to do.

The UN and the international community are now on the cusp of a new campaign to renew interest and attention around those same, shared goals that exist across societies. Having gone through an initial phase, it seems we are wiser as a global community and now know that in order to mobilize individuals across different communities and countries on common development challenges, we must also concomitantly confront the role of identity and culture. 

POINTS OF DISCUSSION

1. When it comes to advancing culture and sustainable development, what is the role of rich, middle income, and poor countries?

2. What is the role of technology and the Internet in mobilizing concerted action across communities that are different from each other?

3. Given that politicians and governments often have short term mandates, how can they multilateral community foster action on development goals across countries over the long term?

SESSION PARTICIPANTS

Moderator

· Yasir Mirza, The Guardian, United Kingdom
Panelists
· Massimo Lapucci, Fondazione CRT, Italy
· Yenny Rahmayati, Aceh Heritage Community Foundation, Indonesia
· Carl-Johan Westring, EF Education First, Sweden
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