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Bridging the divide in the field of humanitarianism and international development cooperation
A thematic platform within the Group of Friends (GoF) 
of the Alliance of Civilisations (AoC)
(draft as of 14.09.2010)
.
1. The thematic platforms as a cooperation mechanism within the AoC
The United Nations High Representative for the AoC aims at engaging in practical, result-oriented activities and focusing on so-called “glocal deliverables”, i.e. measures taken at the local level to achieve results at the global level. As a contribution to this goal, Switzerland supports the AoC proposal to create thematic platforms within the Group of Friends, which focus on specific issues of relevance to achieving the goal of the Alliance. 
2. Relevance of the proposal to the achievement of the AoC objectives

In many crisis contexts NGOs do great work on the ground helping civilians in need but there is a lack of interaction between “Western” and “Muslim” humanitarian NGOs
. At the same time faith based NGOs receive increased attention and government funding. Several countries have initiated research programs on the role of faith based organisations (FBO) in the development and humanitarian field
. However, cooperation between development and humanitarian organisations with different religious backgrounds is still rare. The current international context is mirrored on the ground. 
This causes a divide in the field of humanitarianism and development cooperation in “receiving countries” as well as in “donor” countries both at a national and international level. The reason for this behaviour stems from a lack of information and a wide spread suspicion between communities which is caused by gaps (real or perceived) between communities and by differences in capacity or willingness to recognise a different form of capacity. This limits the global response to humanitarian and development need, since it accepts inefficiencies (eg. in use of funds and coverage of programmes) and fails to take advantage of synergies (eg. new funding sources, complementary skills and in building sustainable communities).
The large area of common ground between religions and cultures – the strong heritage of charitable and humanitarian work – should be used as a non-poltical common ground on which understanding and cooperation can be built. In recent years there has been a overproportional focus on areas that divide religions instead of on what unites them. Exploring and promoting cooperation between NGOs rooted in different value systems and religious cultures creates a common positive experience and builds trust among partners otherwise unfamiliar. 
Such a practical cooperation is a concrete contribution to the promotion of peaceful coexistence between and within societies across the world as advocated by the AoC. Possibilities of cooperation could also be explored and promoted at the level of coordination agencies and governments, for example in a mechanism such as the Paris Declaration (see chapter 3 below). There are good examples of where such co-operation exists and one could learn from, e.g. Aceh, where Muslim and Christian organisations work together on a daily basis. 
3. Possible avenues to be explored by the thematic platform

There are three levels in which areas of cooperation or areas of improvement can be identified:
1) Cooperation between NGOs
A lot can be gained if NGOs with different religious cultures and value systems explore and develop ways, both at national and international level, in which they can pool together knowledge and resources to bring humanitarian aid and development cooperation to the people in need. 
Actions that could be envisaged: 
· training, capacity building and networking, for example through an institution like The Humanitarian Forum. 
2) Cooperation between governments and NGOs
An analytical study conducted by the Swiss Development Cooperation together with Swiss FBOs has developed operational criteria to understand the different aspects of religious engagement in the international cooperation field
. These criteria are not only useful in providing orientation to donor agencies in their relationships with FBOs, but also in guiding cooperation between NGOs rooted in different value systems and religious cultures.

Actions that could be envisaged:
· incentives, codes of conduct and control mechanisms, for example through coordination bodies 
· a governmental grant for projects run jointly by NGOS of different value systems and religious cultures
· research of reasons why the cooperation is rare and how that could be changed.
3) Cooperation between governments
Governments could contribute to promote cooperation between NGOs rooted in different value systems and religious cultures, by agreeing on incentives and conditions that promote and enable such cooperation.

Actions that could be envisaged:
· policies, conditions and earmarking of funds, for example under the umbrella of the Paris Declaration
· coordination of action through agencies which foster cooperation between NGOs of different religious and cultural backgrounds.
� There are some notable experiences of good practices in countries like Indonesia, the Philippines or Lebanon, from which lessons will be drawn.


� Cf. UK/DFID’s Religion and Development research programme, � HYPERLINK "http://www.rad.bham.ac.uk/index.php?section=39" ��http://www.rad.bham.ac.uk/index.php?section=39�.


Two exploratory workshops have been held in Oslo devoted to Faith Based Organizations, the second sponsored by the European Science Foundation. A French-language publication, Croyants et solidaires : l'action internationale dans les ONG confessionnelles, ed. K. Rousselet, F. Mabille and B. Duriez, Paris: L'Harmattan, 2007, is based on a conference held in Paris by the Association de Sciences Sociales de Religion, February 2004


5 “Role and significance of religion and spirituality in development co-operation.” A reflection and working paper. Anne-Marie Holenstein. SDC, Swiss Agency for Development Cooperation
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